
2019 Matahiwi Sauvignon Blanc 

Wairarapa, New Zealand 
Wairarapa is an appellation on New Zealand’s north island, 

on the southwest corner, adjacent to Hawke’s Bay. The 

Matahiwi Estate produces its wine according to the criteria 

of Sustainable Winegrowing New Zealand, using 

buckwheat and phacelia to attract natural predators for 

some vineyard pests, and using cover crops to supplement 

Nitrogen in the vineyard. Sheep even wander among the 

vines in winter and leaf pluck in summer. This is the essence 

of Kiwi viticulture! The Wairarapa generally produces small 

crops of intensely flavored Sauvignon Blanc. Matahiwi works 

hard to introduce a range of flavors into the grapes as they 

ripen. They pick Sauvignon Blanc over differing ripeness 

periods to capture flavor profiles they want in the final wine. 

Part of the complexity is achieved by tank fermenting the 

juice using yeasts that are able to ferment to low temperatures – 

preserving the essential fruit flavors. This vibrant, aromatic wine has flavors 

of gooseberry and limes, with a lively finish. Pair it with seafood and pasta 

dishes and delicious summer salads.  

Thieves’ price: $9.99 



2014 School Street Zinfandel 

Calaveras County, Sierra Foothills 
Winemaking in Calaveras County began in the 

early years of the Gold Rush, with the first 1,000 

vines (probably the Mission Grape) set out on the 

lower Calaveras River in 1851. Fast forward 170 

years, where Matt Hatcher, owner and winemaker 

for Hatcher Winery, and steward of the Chatom 

winery, decided to expand his winery into two 

labels. School Street was born out of the love and 

dedication one extraordinary teacher has shown 

not only to her school, but also to her local 

community. School Street wines are a tribute to Ms. 

Jennifer Berry, a teacher at Michelson School in 

Murphys, California. Aged eighteen months in 

American Oak. Aromas of plum and blackberry, with spice tones of 

clove, cinnamon, white pepper and vanilla. Flavors of berries, spices with 

a soft round finish. Pair with Pizza, BBQ, or a bacon-avocado burger. 

Thieves’ price: $10.99 



2017 Zocker Gruner Veltliner 

Paragon Vineyard, Edna Valley, Central Coast 
California’s coolest wine growing area, Edna Valley excels in 

the production of aromatic white wines. It has a cool 

Mediterranean climate and an incredibly long growing 

season, giving late-ripening varieties plenty of opportunity to 

develop great phenolic complexity. The valley funnels cool 

Pacific air and fog to cool the vineyards from the Los Osos and 

Morro Bay area inwards. Jack Niven, with his adventurous spirit, 

pioneered winegrape planting through Paragon Vineyard in 

the Edna Valley over forty years ago. His descendants, owners 

of the Tangent, and Baileyana labels, have carried that same 

spirit forward by bringing in varietals that are unique, racy, and 

intriguing. Being their riskiest venture yet, Zocker (the German word for 

gambler), has captured the essence of being unconventional. Grüner 

Veltliner is very rare domestically, but is truly one of the most food-friendly 

wines in the world. Round and energetic, with great acid structure, this 

wine is steely and has pronounced minerality. It has bright aromas of 

lemon and lime on the nose, a strong white pepper note, and flavors of 

ripe melon and fruit cocktail.  

Thieves’ price: $14.99  



2017 Rustenberg Cabernet Sauvignon  
Stellenbosch, South Africa 

The Rustenberg Estate was founded in 1682 and is nestled in the 

valley of the Simonsberg Mountain in South Africa’s premium 

wine region. The estate stands on an impressive 880 hectares 

against the iconic Simonsberg Mountain in Stellenbosch. When 

standing in the high vineyards of the estate, the entire vista of 

Stellenbosch is revealed, with a glimpse of Table Mountain in the 

distance. Rustenberg was awarded National Heritage Site status 

in December 2004. Currently the property is owned by the Barlow 

Family (75 years). Stellenbosch and the Simonsberg Mountain 

range are synonymous with the production of great Cabernet 

Sauvignon. Just over one third of Rustenberg's vineyard plantings 

are dedicated to this variety. The Stellenbosch Cabernet 

Sauvignon is made in a more fruit forward and medium bodied 

style and is accessible in its youth but will benefit from further bottle age. 

The wine shows typical Cabernet Sauvignon flavor and aroma profiles of 

dark berries and tobacco with a well-structured and lengthy palate.  

 
 
 

Thieves’ price: $16.99  



2018 Desire Lines Cabernet Sauvignon 

Lichau Hill Vineyard, Petaluma Gap, Sonoma Mtn 
Cody and Emily Rasmussen, owners of     

Desire Lines, made California their home in 

2011, three months after graduating        

college and two months after getting    

married. They made the first wine in 2014, 

inspired by pioneering California            

winemakers and their coming-of-age wines 

from the 1970s and 80s. Cody is the assistant 

winemaker at Bedrock. The only Cabernet 

Sauvignon planted in the newly designated 

region of Petaluma Gap, the Lichau vineyard also can be considered 

Sonoma Mountain. The Cabernet Sauvignon was fully destemmed but 

not crushed, fermented and left on skins for thirty days in tank, and aged 

for 15 months in 225L barriques with 40% new oak included. The wine has 

a silky mouthfeel with vibrant acidity and a distinctly red-fruited profile, 

with pretty notes of red currant, red apple skin, rose petals and graphite. 

This Cab has lots of grace and is leaner than the typical Napa Cab. It’ll 

go with a variety of dishes and is great on its own. 

Thieves’ price: $34.99  
 
 



2009 Bodegas Riojanas “Monte Real” 

Rioja, Gran Reserva, Spain 
100% Tempranillo. Founded in 1890, Bodegas Riojanas 

treasures more than a century of winemaking tradi-

tion in its Cenicero winery. Its corners are steeped in 

history and the current generation (the 5th) continues 

to cherish the traditions set forth by past generations. 

The legacy is their commitment to the best quality 

and unique personality to their wines. Aromas of 

roasted earth, leather and fine oak are more out-

front than berry fruit, and that's the way it should be 

for a Gran Reserva. This feels bold, lively, and well-

integrated. Aged for 24 to 30 months in American 

oak casks with appropriately-timed rackings. Choco-

laty oak and vanilla notes rest comfortably on top of 

ripe berry and black-plum flavors, while the finish is 

persistently earthy and chocolaty. Drink through 2028  

Thieves’ price: $34.99 


