
2018 Zestos Malvar “Old Vines” 

Vinos de Madrid, Spain 
     Zestos means basket in Spanish. Not too many years ago, 

baskets like the ones depicted on the label were used to 

transport grapes from the vineyard to the wineries. Zestos Blanco 

is produced from Malvar vines that were planted in 1974. This 

rare varietal is indigenous to the Iberian Peninsula, and it is the 

principal white variety of the Madrid wine region. It is also known 

as Lairen. In 2008 Spain had a total of 266 ha (657 acres) of land 

under vine. Madrid has recently become the center of one of 

the most interesting and innovative wine regions on the Iberian 

Peninsula. The outskirts of this storied royal city are filled with old 

vines situated in high elevation vineyards that have been 

planted in ideal soils. Madrid is a sort of “great unknown” that is 

now just freshly discovered. If you have a demanding palate 

and love the bright acid of Sauvignon blanc and the body of 

chardonnay, the Malvar grape will greatly reward your taste. It displays 

peach, nectarine and orange scents, it finishes smooth and broad, with 

lingering acidity, and a lime zest finish.  

 Thieves’ price: $9.99 



2017 Rèmole Sangiovese  

Toscana, Italy 
     The Marchesi de' Frescobaldi is one of Italy's oldest wineries, 

with a history dating to the 1300s. The family has included 

medieval knights, bankers, lawyers and patrons of the arts. The 

Marchesi de' Frescobaldi is one of the most significant wine 

producers in Italy, with nine estates—and roughly 2,500 acres—

in Tuscany. Because they have been producing wines for more 

than 700 years, to experience Frescobaldi is to glimpse the 

history of Florence, from the Middle Ages to the present day. 

The summer of 2017 will be remembered as one of the hottest, 

which accelerated the plants’ phenological phases, leading 

to the grapes ripening slightly earlier compared to previous 

years.  

     Blended with a touch of Cabernet Sauvignon, the nose 

reveals decisive cherry and raspberry aromas, followed by 

spicy hints of black pepper. All steel fermentation gives the wine a 

freshness, and pleasantness, which combines elegance with balance, 

and a pronounced softness. A delightful wine, perfect with mildly spiced 

cured meats and full flavored pasta dishes. 

 

Thieves’ price: $10.99 



2015 Seghesio Arneis 

 Russian River Valley, CA 
 

     The Seghesio family spans 5 generations in Sonoma County, 

and 120 years of winemaking. The brand has survived through 

Prohibition and The Great Depression, fearlessly adapting and 

reinventing itself over time. It is one of Sonoma County’s lasting 

legacies, being one of only 100 wineries to survive Prohibition.  

     Arneis originates from the hills of Roero, northwest of Alba in 

the Piedmont region of Italy from where Edoardo Seghesio 

emigrated. Arneis translates to “little rascal,” due to its thin 

skinned berries and tightly formed cluster anatomy. This delicate 

nature brings challenges in the vineyard. Today, we farm three 

separate blocks at our Keyhole Ranch, where the cool, marine 

influenced climate produces highly expressive Arneis.  

     Creamy, and textured, with an exotic blend of pear, melon 

and vanilla, a touch of wood adding texture and weight.  

Thieves’ price: $14.99  



2016 Bella Grace Zinfandel  

Amador County, CA 

 
Double gold medal - S.F. Chronicle Wine Competition 

     The 2016 harvest was earlier than most years. The yields and 

quality of red wine grapes were very good, as the ongoing 

drought that affected most regions had little effect on the 

Shenandoah Valley of Amador County. Winter rains in the 

region were more normal. As we moved into summer, the 

weather was perfect for ripening and harvest. Our hillside cave 

aging maintained a stable aging environment for a smooth 

clean finish on our red wines. 830 cases produced.  

     A classic Amador County Zinfandel, with lovely garnet color 

and hints of roasted coconut, strawberry, vanilla, and wild 

cherry on the nose. The wild cherry carries through to the 

palette, building to a climax of ripe fig. It has a long lingering 

finish of juicy red currant.  

Thieves’ price: $16.99 

 

 
 



2015 Seghesio Zinfandel “Old Vine” 

Sonoma County, CA 
     Beloved by critics, the ‘15 Old Vine Zin comes from the Dry 

Creek bench, and southwest Alexander Valley, with an       

average age of 70-year-old vines. This wine comes from the 

old head-pruned vineyards farmed by the multi-generational 

Passalacqua and Saini families for Seghesio. The older vines 

devigorized root system produces less, yet more intense, fruit 

highlighting Zinfandel’s briary spice characteristic. 

     The Seghesio family spans 5 generations in Sonoma    

County, and 120 years of winemaking. The brand has survived 

through Prohibition and The Great Depression, fearlessly 

adapting and reinventing itself over time. It is one of Sonoma 

County’s lasting legacies, being one of only 100 wineries to 

survive Prohibition.  

     Blended with a small amount of Petite Sirah, and Alicante Bouschet to 

add complexity, the nose is deeply perfumed with aromas of raspberry 

and old vine Zin’s intrinsic briary spiciness. Generously layered with bright 

fruit flavors, reminiscent of a cherry pie with a graham cracker crust.  

Thieves’ price: 29.99 
 
 



2015 Black Kite Pinot Noir  

“Kite’s Rest”, Anderson Valley, CA 

 

     The inspiration for Black Kite Cellars came many years 

ago when Rebecca and Tom Birdsall bicycled through the 

Burgundy region in France. The Burgundy region made a 

powerful impression on them. From small, meticulously tend-

ed vineyards come some of the finest and rarest wines 

found in the world. The land and vines are respected and 

revered. Would it be possible to apply the Burgundian terroir

-oriented approach in California?   

     “Kite's Rest Pinot Noir is the wine that our estate hillside 

vineyard in Anderson Valley was designed to produce. It is 

a blend of three different clones (Dijon 114 and 115 and Pommard) from 

the three distinct vineyard blocks (Redwoods' Edge, Stony Terrace and 

River Turn) in the vineyard. This wine offers a wonderful balance between 

the elegance and aromatics of the Redwoods' Edge block with the rich-

ness and length of the Pommard clone from the Stony Terrace and River 

Turn blocks. We produce approximately 900 cases annually.” Red berries, 

incense and candied flowers, with a smoky oak nuance that builds in the 

glass.  
 
 

Thieves’ price: $39.99 


