
2017 Anne Amie Muller-Thurgau 

Yamhill-Carlton, Willamette Valley 
Muller-Thurgau is a crossing of Riesling and Madeleine 

Royale, created by Hermann Muller, from the town of 

Thurgau, in Switzerland. In the 70’s and 80’s Muller-

Thurgau was the most widely planted grape in Oregon, 

until Pinot Gris took over. What used to be the Chateau 

Benoit winery, was purchased by Dr. Robert Pamplin in 

1999, and Annie Amie winery was born. The Muller-

Thurgau was planted in 1979, making this “old vine”, and 

is LIVE certified. Grapes were hand-picked and brought 

directly to the winery in 1/2 ton totes in perfect 

condition. They were whole cluster pressed and placed 

into temperature controlled stainless steel fermenters, where they were 

slowly fermented at 45°F for maximum varietal character. The wine aged 

on its lees for four months before being bottled. Aromas of honeysuckle, 

key lime pie, white flowers, starfruit, kumquat, crushed gravel. Key lime, 

yellow grapefruit, golden delicious apple, dry and minerally on the 

palate. Pair with paella, Pad Thai, tuna poke, moules frites, grilled oysters, 

and ceviche.  

 
Thieves’ price: $10.99 



2018 Bueyes “Retinto” Tinto  

Mendoza, Argentina 
 A blend of equal parts Malbec, Bonarda, and Merlot. 

Jesus Bianchetti’s grandfather, an Italian immigrant to 

Mendoza, in the early 20th century, used to plough 

vineyards with Oxen, hence the name “Bueyes”.  Jesus 

paid homage to his grandfather’s hard work, from 

laborer to vineyard owner.  

These grapes are sourced from 20-year-old vineyards 

located in Ugarteche, Lujan de Cuyo, 40 km west of 

the city of Mendoza. The region was the first in 

Argentina to be officially recognized as a wine 

appellation in 1993, and his home to some of the country’s oldest vines, 

and most prestigious wineries. Visually the wine displays vibrant purple 

and ruby hues. Aromas display true varietal typicity, forward notes of ripe 

red cherry, mulberries and plums are further complicated by savory 

lavender and violets; the palate mirrors the nose but is enhanced with a 

refreshing and balanced sense of structure. All steel fermentation makes 

this wine fruit-forward and fresh, and made for those who seek an easy-

drinking experience.  

 

Thieves’ price: $9.99 

https://www.wine-searcher.com/technical-wine-terms-a-b.lml#appellation


2018 Joey Tensley “Fundamental” white blend 

 Central Coast, CA 
 

A blend of Grenache blanc, Roussanne, and Viognier. In 

2017 Joey and Jennifer launched "Fundamental Wines" 

by Joey Tensley. They chose the name because they felt 

it perfectly reflected the brand’s philosophy - make 

fundamentally sound, straightforward wines that over-

deliver for the price on every level. At under $20 per 

bottle, the brand has been a hit with the critics. The 2015 

Joey Tensley "Fundamental" red blend received 92 points 

from The Wine Enthusiast and was an Editor’s Choice 

while the 2016 scored 90 points with both Jeb Dunnuck 

and The Wine Spectator. Dunnuck gave The 2016 

"Fundamental White" 92 points. The 2018 White Wine is a brilliant white that 

tastes like it costs three times the price. Honeyed citrus, tangerine, flowers, 

and brioche notes all emerge from the glass, and it's beautifully textured, 

layered, full bodied, and balanced. It way over-delivers.  

 

Thieves’ price: $15.99  



2016 Cosentino “Cigar” Cabernet Sauvignon  

Columbia Valley, WA 
84% Cabernet Sauvignon, 9% Merlot, 4% Cab Franc, 3% 

Winemaker’s Blend of red grapes. Started in 1980, Mitch 

Cosentino found a spot in the Napa Valley, and is a self-

taught winemaker, under the wings of Ed Spragia and 

John Parducci (of Beringer fame). Cosentino was the 

first winery to bottle and market Meritage in the early 

90’s. They also source fruit from Lodi and the Columbia 

Valley, in Washington. Washington State’s primary 

vineyard areas are at the same latitude as Bordeaux, 

France, the historic home of Cabernet Sauvignon, the 

king of red varietals. Aging 9 months, 40% new French oak barrels. 

Vibrant aromas of black cherry, blackberry, cassis, cedar, ripe plum and 

baking spice. This wine has medium body with good acidity and silky 

tannins. Flavors of black cherry, cassis, and baking spice with a hint of 

dusty cocoa. Smooth finish with lots of dark fruit, spice and just a touch of 

tobacco. Enjoy this Cabernet Sauvignon with prime rib, New York strip 

and filet-mignon. Also good with lamb or pepper-crusted ahi tuna.  

Thieves’ price: $16.99 

 



2017 Domaine Les Pallieres “Racines” 

Gigondas, Rhone, France 
80% Grenache, 15% Syrah-Cinsault, 5% Clairette.  

Domaine Les Pallières is undeniably one of the greatest, 

longest-running properties of the Southern Rhône. The 

domaine had been a continuously running farm within 

the same family since the fifteenth century! After falling 

into disrepair, the family decided to sell. Enter The 

Brunier brothers, of the famed Vieux Télégraphe in Châ-

teauneuf-du-Pape. A casual discussion over lunch at 

Chez Panisse between Daniel Brunier and Kermit Lynch, 

the Brunier’s longtime American importer, spontaneously turned into a 

game plan to revive the faded jewel—Les Pallières. 65-year-old organi-

cally grown vines, from red sandy clay and limestone, aged in vats for 10 

months and foudres for 7 months. velvet, depth and harmony that de-

fines old grenache when cultivated in refined terroirs. It has very high 

ageing potential, as balance is the main factor. “Les Racines”, a cuvée 

made with grapes from the estate’s oldest vines, has the velvet, depth 

and harmony that defines old grenache when cultivated in refined ter-

roirs. It has very high ageing potential, as balance is the main factor.  

 Thieves’ price: 34.99 
 
 



2017 Ilaria Malbec 

Napa Valley 
A blend of 55% Coombsville and 45% Stagecoach 

Vineyard fruit. Winemakers and proprietors Anna & 

Mario Monticelli have a long list of experience in the 

craft that includes working with estates in Bordeaux, 

Tuscany, and Napa. Anna was at Chateau Cheval-

Blanc for the near perfect 2000 vintage. Mario worked 

harvests at Villa Antinori. After college, Mario became 

the assistant winemaker at Melka Wines, assist-

ing Philippe Melka on some of the most celebrated 

wines in the Napa Valley, including Quintessa. After four years Mario took 

the position as head winemaker for Quixote Winery. He currently is the 

winemaker for Trinchero Napa Valley. Anna spent five years as the assis-

tant winemaker for The Bryant Family before taking her position as wine-

maker at Pina crafting single vineyard Napa Valley Cabernets as well as 

her own Ilaria and Sergio wines. Big, black, bold, and fruity, with ripe aro-

mas of blackberries, black cherries, and plums and a round, juicy mouth-

feel of chocolate, all-spice, black pepper, oak, and vanilla, finished off 

by ripe tannins. A definite crowd-pleaser.  

 
Thieves’ price: $34.99 


