
2018 Thackrey “Pleiades” White 

California 

A blend of Marsanne, Roussanne, Viognier, Sauvignon 

Blanc, Verdelho and Chardonnay. Sean Thackrey is one of 

the most influential people in the Bay Area Food & Wine 

community, and has been for nearly three decades. Along 

with luminaries like Alice Waters and Kermit Lynch, Sean 

Thackrey is deeply linked to the shaping of food & wine as 

we know it, and to this day represents many of the best and 

most ground-breaking practices in our industry. Totally 

dedicated to the production of his own style of wine, a little 

eccentric possibly (as so many of the best people are), 

straight-talking yet generous and very much with the 

courage of his own convictions. His wines are as individual 

and idiosyncratic as he is. Ample on the palate, and quite 

rich without seeming heavy, this shows lusty, aromatic 

jasmine notes and flavors of orange blossom honey and ripe stone fruit.  

Thieves’ price: $10.99 



2019 Tree Fort Cabernet Sauvignon 

Paso Robles 

Due to a colder winter, a mild spring and only a few 

100 plus degree heat spikes in the summertime, the 

2019 harvest was two to three weeks later than 

previous years. A relatively gentle growing season, a 

later harvest and mild weather provided longer hang 

time for the grapes on the vine, allowing the fruit to 

evenly develop rich color and more complex flavors. 

With a strong backbone of cabernet sauvignon, a 

small dose of malbec was blended in to soften the 

wine with delicate fruit flavors. This juicy cabernet 

sauvignon holds a rich purple hue in the glass. Floral aromas of violets 

and lavender fill the nose. The palate is bold with flavors of Luxardo 

cherries, dark black fruits, and a welcomed density. This full bodied wine 

finishes slightly dry with notes of rich fruit. With a rich palate, this wine will 

stand up to various meat dishes such as chargrilled ribeye steak or a 

Portobello mushroom burger with melted blue cheese.  

Thieves’ price: $10.99 



   2018 Sidebar Kerner 

Mokelumne River, Lodi 
Sidebar is a second label from winemaking icon David Ramey. 

Kerner is a cross of Riesling and Trollinger (also known as Schiava) 

with origins in Germany. It also makes fine, aromatic whites in the 

Alto Adige region of northeastern Italy. This Kerner comes 

from the only planting in California, the Mokelumne Glen 

Vineyard alongside the Mokelumne River. The 2018 season was 

exemplary. Spring was drier than in 2017 and after two years of 

poor set, consistently mild weather led to good berry set. Higher 

cluster counts than the low yielding years of 2015-2017 coupled 

with cooler late summer temperatures brought longer 

hangtimes, with harvest dates about two weeks later than the 

previous vintage. Whole cluster pressed, native yeast, non-

malolactic fermentation and sur lies aged in stainless steel 

barrels for two and a half months. On the nose, Green-sour like 

lime peel and wet grass, sweetly floral like lily of the valley and 

apple blossom, and fruity like pear and quince. Dry, aromatic 

wine that’s gently floral and spicy with a crisp, medium bodied finish that is 

brightened by bracing acidity.  

Thieves’ price: $15.99  



2015 Viña Eguía 

Rioja Reserva, Spain 

The Viña Eguía winery and vineyards were established in 1973 in 

Elciego and purchased by Bodegas Muriel in 2010. Elciego is a 

historic village in the Rioja Alavesa, which borders the Spanish 

“Basque” region, and the language spoken there often 

includes Basque words, such as “Eguía” which means “truth”. 

Darrell says, “when you drink this wine, you’re forced to tell the 

truth.” The brand is symbolized by an open hand over the label, 

which is in the shape of an open book – analogous to putting 

one’s hand on a bible to swear to the truth of what one is 

saying. This wine has a bright ruby color with intense aromas, 

expressive and well-integrated. Hints of licorice in a ripe red fruit 

bouquet. Fine nuances of the aging; spices, vanilla, and 

Mediterranean herbs. It is round, elegant, velvety and elegant. 

It has a deep and pleasant finish. Ideal for roasted and grilled 

meats, especially pork, lam, veal and beef. Meat stews as well 

as fish, cured cheeses and chocolate desserts. 

Thieves’ price: $15.99  



Desparada “Sackcloth & Ashes” 2018 

California 
A Meritage (Bordeaux-style) blend of Cabernet Sauvi-

gnon, Petit Verdot, Cabernet Franc, and Malbec from 

five different California vineyards. Winemaker Vailia From 

moves to the beat of a different drum. In her own words: 

“Desparada is the culmination of 19 years of traveling 

and working for and in wine. I've seen every side of the 

industry, from winemaking to harvesting, to importing, 

cold calling for sales, to managing brokerages, to work-

ing on restaurant floors, and managing a mobile bottling 

line. There's something in wine that kept me. I'm a traveler 

by nature, and Desparada is what carries me. The wines 

of Desparada are guided more by spirit than style. I don't 

trust dogma; I also don't seek recklessness. In my head I'm 

an Italian and Bordeaux varietal producer, can speak 12 

languages fluently, and own a house with a secret stair-

case. ”  Tasting Notes from their website: Saint James Par-

is foyer, black lace, levitation, rendered almond toffee, luxardo dust, 

blackberry nut belt.   
 

  
 
 

Thieves’ price: $35.99 



2016 Eleve Cabernet Sauvignon 

Crouse Vineyard, Mt. Veeder 
 

Crouse Vineyard is a 16 acre vineyard planted primarily to 

Cabernet Sauvignon located in the heart of the Mount 

Veeder appellation of Napa Valley. Mount Veeder is a vol-

canic peak that rises to over 2600 feet. Most of this beautiful 

appellation is covered in Oak, Madrone, Laurel, Fir and Red-

wood trees with sweeping vineyards carved in to the steep 

hillsides. The rugged landscape and diverse volcanic soils 

produce extremely low yielding, but intensely concentrated 

fruit, which makes for wines with amazing complexity. Ex-

pressive nose of Crème de cassis, mulberries, blueberry pie 

and licorice with hints of olive tapenade, mountain under-

brush, pencil shavings and cigar box. Medium to full-bodied 

and rich with a core of concentrated black and blue fruits 

coming in savory layers, accented by dusty earth, bay leaf 

and spice box. Firmly structured and vibrant, the complex 

fruit is supported by powdery tannins that intermingle with 

the fruit and linger on the long, elegant finish. (125 Cases Produced)  

Thieves’ price: $35.99 


